
BRENTWOOD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Meeting of January 15, 2020

Members in attendance:  Heather Dudley-Tatman, Heather Gilbert, Bob Glowacky, Emily Schmalzer, Rob Wofchuck
Chair:  Edie Shipley
Selectmen’s Rep in attendance:  Phyllis Thompson
Alternates in attendance: Reid Bunker, Doug Cowie, Bob Stephens, and Robin Wrighton
Public Present:  11 people were present
Guest Speaker:  Jeremy Lougee, Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire (SELTNH)

Meeting convened at 7:08 PM

Wofchuck moved the January 8, 2020 minutes, Gilbert seconded and the motion passed. 

Shipley presented a summary of the NH Game Farm conservation project.  

Shipley introduced Jeremy Lougee, requested guest speaker from the SELTNH.  Lougee presented the basics of what a Conservation Easement is.  He then presented the details of the plan for acquiring a conservation easement for the Game Farm property.  The property is approximately 35 acres and scores highly for the following features:
1. Tier 2 and 3 soils, 
2. wildlife habitat, 
3. located in a source water protection area,
4. located within the well head protection area for the public water supply well at the county courthouse,
5. located in a high drift aquifer area, and 
6. threatened and endangered species identified within a 1-mile radius of the property.

There is a buyer who has a purchase and sales agreement with the state.  Once the sale is complete they plan to place a conservation easement on the majority of the land.  The easement has been appraised at $610,000.  With expenses and a conservation monitoring fund, the project total would come to $691,000.   SELTNH has identified a Natural Resources Conservation Services grant that would be a good match for this land. SELTNH breakdown of the funding is as follows:
1. $305,000 NRCS grant
2. $235,000 bargain sale from the owner
3. $140,000 town contribution
4.    $11,000 Great Bay Resource Protection Partnership Grant
TOTAL = $691,000

SELTNH will hold the conservation easement and the town will have an executory interest.  SELTNH anticipates that the grant and conservation process will take through 2021.

Discussion followed, with the commission and the members of the public asking questions and providing comments.  Comments were mostly in support of conservation easement for the land.

Shipley handed out copies of two versions of warrant article language.  One was prepared by Shipley with SELTNH and was based on last year’s warrant article language.  The other was prepared by Stephens and was based on last year’s warrant article language.

Discussion followed, with the commission and the members of the public providing comments.  The comments were focused on the allowed uses of conservation easements and the language that goes into conservation easement documents for allowed uses.  There is interest in having conservation easements available for public access.  Landowners with conservation easements expressed their concerns about requiring public access on their land.  Generally, people would like to see public access available on conservation easements.  Based on the comments, Stephens withdrew his warrant article language.

Gilbert moved the Shipley/SELTNH warrant article language to be presented to the Selectman, Thompson seconded, and the article passed.  Wofchuck abstained.

Glowacky moved to authorized Shipley to address language issues identified by the Selectmen or town attorney so that the warrant article can be submitted in time for town meeting.  Gilbert seconded and the motion passed. Wofchuck abstained.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shipley asked that the easement monitoring for 2020 to be completed by the conservation commission be stopped until training is completed.  Shipley is looking into training options with the UNH Cooperative Extension or SELTNH. 

Shipley stated that she has received the 2019 easement monitoring reports from SELTNH and that they will be filed in the easement folders.

Shipley encouraged everyone to attend the Selectmen’s meeting on Tuesday to support the warrant article.

Gilbert moved to adjourn, Wofchuck seconded and the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:29PM.

Submitted by Heather Dudley-Tatman
